angnyg Lvrop

()
i TN,
._.__ \Mﬁw P W \woﬁpd\\‘mﬁ 0

m o 2 \\N $ 92 uopedgNy

Z10Z ‘W1, 1snBny pue 3G 1snbny | snbny -usiiand

‘plemy ssaulpeay AUNWWoD g10Z E 10} uol

il 5 .a,_ eﬁ“e,\ _m\}dw H ..umég dﬁ{.q

; ,mo. “Kep E_ﬂ SIYl 310J9q 01 uloms pue qAGRIDSINS

/

A=
u\lﬂQ \ \Sq Jo Aep
sty) puey Aw jas ojunalay aaey [ ‘JOIIHM SSANLIM NI

uawajddns
oy ur jou pue “1adoid sodedsmou a3 ur paysiqnd sem donou Ayl 1eY)
pue ‘uoneorqnd jo sawmn pur porad oy Suunp ‘1oded oy jo Joquunu
AI9A9 JO 9nssI aImud \m:_s Iengal oy ul paysignd sem 010U pres ey)
=roc dm_m\\\wﬂ@m_o Aep %] 9y} UO U0 ISB| A} puv
T *m.bx\ﬁ 7 30 Aep [ o uo opew udaq Suraey
uonediqndisiyoy) ¢ < %)) YD OARDIIHHED 10} 1odedsmau
pies ut paystiqnd sem ‘uonesijgnd jooid au jo ued ¥ pue naepyje siy3
Jo ued v S yorym pue ‘ojaial payoene 2010uU Yl JB) SUrwolpn Jo
QLIS ‘OIUBIRTT JB YI9M OB Ssawl} XIS paystjqnd uonenoiid jeiouad
jo Jadedsmou v ‘Suviowoog anuning yy jo sioysiiqnd ay) jo auo

we [ eyl Jeams Apugfos op ¢ \>r_\w/ d Q Q\__,;Q_ 1
PR

-eoydde ue Bugyugns Jo poddns uj uognjosal e BuuepisUod a10joq UoREIS
-pISUOD OJul BUIpESP SU} S10}aq 10 UO PAPILLQNS SJUBLILIOD USjLIM pue Bu
-1eay oyqnd au} je BpEL SJUSWIIOD | 8YE) |liM BileseT Jo A Byl 2102
17z 1snbny uo wdg uey} JsjE| OU PaAIBDal Bq SN SUBLUILIOD USHUM I

Bio aiwereyolyo@uLianbl
450

€028 AM ‘alwese

O xo8 Od

JSJUAA JUBID) (URY
ajweleT jo AW

:0} SJUBLLILIOD USYUM LGNS OS[e UEeD SUSZIID "eNUBAY UOSUIA| 90F
e siaquieyg fiounod Ay) siweleT] auj ul ‘wdog:g e Z10Z ‘puzz 1snbny
1o wdog:g e Z10zZ ‘2 1snbny uo 103(gns siy} uo (s)Buueay onignd e pusye
0} pebeinoous ale josford Sy} UO JUSWIWOD O} Buiysim asoyl 1oslosd
siy Buipsebal indu) uaznio Bupjges si pue JSET pUB JS8M 8L ua sjeals
ISP PUE JoAlY aiweleT 8y Aq pspunoq ‘aiweleT Jo Ao ey jo Asepunoq
WiBULON 2y} uo Mied ABojouyos| AN snuid sy} 1oj JUBID SSOUIpESY
fyunwwo) e Joj uoneoydde ue jwgns o} spusiul slweleT jo Ao a2yl

-Bio ssauisngBuiioAM mmm//:diy
Jo |1ounoD ssauisng BujoAp au} ybnoiyy
s|ge|ieAe ale welbold ueo] pue Juels JHg 8ul Bujutanob sojnu ayj

‘spoefoid |eaisAyd Jeyio Io pue ‘seiijide) UOJUBAUCD pue [euohEsldal
‘Buideaspue| Hjed [eLysnpui Jo ssauisng B UM sepiusie “uawdojerep
JoulsIp SSauUIsnq Jo 8)is felisnpul ‘syled ssaulsng pue [elysnpul ‘saniioe;
‘sBuipjing ‘puey jo aseyoind ‘Aem jo sjybu jo eseyoind ‘spodhe ‘suofjeo
-JUNLWLIOD3|2) 'SPEOI PUE S}9RAS ‘1ames '191BM ‘0} pajWi| Jou INg ‘apnjoul
Kew youm syosfoid jusiudojaasp |EUOREDNPS IO JILLIOUODD yBnoy wsw|
-dojeAsp sseuisng mau Joj Aunwiwod e Apeal o} sl wesboid sy} Jo Jusul
ay] ‘weiBoid ueo7 puE JuBID AUNWIWO) ApESY SSaUIsNg Z1.0¢ 8l 1o}
soqu} pue ‘spieoq siomod juiof ‘sumo} 'sanio pajesodiodu) ‘seiunod Woyy
suonesjidde ueo| pue jueib Bupjeas s yIOUNOY ssaulsng BuiwoApn YL

NOLLYOINddY
123roud
SSANIAYIY ALINNWNOD. V 304 WYHO0¥d NYO1 ANV INVH9
ALINNWINOD AQVIY SSANISNA 2102 ONIYVYIH OInand 30 3J1LON

301LON V931



LARAMIE CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING
2012 Business Ready Community Grant and Loan Porgram
August 7, 2012
Public Hearing was called to order by Mayor Scott Mullner at 6:33 p.m.

City Council present: Dave Paulekas, Lee Kempert, Joe Vitale, Eric Molvar, Karl McCraken, and Scott Mullner.
Absent: Roger McKinley, Joe Shumway, and Klaus Hanson.

The City Clerk read the notice:

THE WYOMING BUSINESS COUNCIL IS SEEKING GRANT AND LOAN APPLICATIONS FROM COUNTIES,
INCORPORATED CITIES, TOWNS, JOINT POWERS BOARDS, AND TRIBES FOR THE 2012 BUSINESS
READY COMMUNITY GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM. THE INTENT OF THIS PROGRAM IS TO READY A
COMMUNITY FOR NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT THROUGH ECONOMIC OR EDUCATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS.

THE CITY OF LARAMIE INTENDS TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR A COMMUNITY READINESS GRANT,
FOR THE CIRRUS SKY TECHNOLOGY PARK ON THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE CITY OF LARAMIE,
BOUNDED BY THE LARAMIE RIVER AND 45™ STREETS ON THE WEST AND EAST, AND IS SEEKING
CITIZEN INPUT REGARDING THIS PROJECT.

David Derragon, Assistant City Manager, gave an overview of the project.

Randy Hunt, Community Development Director, gave the details of the project.

Paul Harrison, Parks and Recreation director, provided information on trails, green space, ridgeline viewscapes,
park area, and open space in project.

Jodi Guerin, Grant Writer, detailed the grant application.

Megan Goetz, Chair of the Board of Directors of Laramie Economic Development Corporation (LEDC), commented
that this development would be an asset and would be an asset to the City of Laramie.

Gaye Stockman, CEO of LEDC, discussed the economic impact of this park

Dave Coffey, Vice Chair of LEDC, spoke of the vision of growth to shape the future of Laramie, and stated that fiber
optics were part of the design when queried. He also addressed the stages of planning involved in this project.

Guerin explained that conduit for the fiber lines with the utility conduit.
Mayor Mullner asked if there were any public comments.

There were no comments.

Public Hearing was closed at 7:01 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Sue Morris-Jones, MMC,
City Clerk



LARAMIE CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING
Original Ordinance 2012 International Fire Code
August 22, 2012

Public Hearing was called to order by Mayor Scott Mullner at 6:35 p.m.

City Council present: Dave Paulekas, Roger McKinley, Lee Kempert, Joe Vitale, Eric Molvar, Klaus Hanson, Joe
Shumway, Karl McCraken, and Scott Mullner. Absent: None.

The City Clerk read the notice:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 2012 BUSINESS READY COMMUNITY GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM FOR A
COMMUNITY READINESS PROJECT APPLICATION.

THE WYOMING BUSINESS COUNCIL IS SEEKING GRANT AND LOAN APPLICATIONS FROM COUNTIES,
INCORPORATED CITIES, TOWNS, JOINT POWERS BOARDS, AND TRIBES FOR THE 2012 BUSINESS
READY COMMUNITY GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM. THE INTENT OF THIS PROGRAM IS TO READY A
COMMUNITY FOR NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT THROUGH ECONOMIC OR EDUCATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS WHICH MAY INCLUDE, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WATER, SEWER, STREETS AND
ROADS, TELECOMMUNICATIONS, AIRPORTS, PURCHASE OF RIGHTS OF WAY, PURCHASE OF LAND,
BUILDINGS, FACILITIES, INDUSTRIAL AND BUSINESS PARKS, INDUSTRIAL SITE OR BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT, AMENITIES WITHIN A BUSINESS OR INDUSTRIAL PARK, LANDSCAPING, RECREATIONAL
AND CONVENTION FACILITIES, AND OR OTHER PHYSICAL PROJECTS.

THE RULES GOVERNING THE BRC GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE
WYOMING BUSINESS COUNCIL.

THE CITY OF LARAMIE INTENDS TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR A COMMUNITY READINESS GRANT,
FOR THE CIRRUS SKY TECHNOLOGY PARK ON THE NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF THE CITY OF LARAMIE,
BOUNDED BY THE LARAMIE RIVER AND 45™ STREETS ON THE WEST AND EAST, AND IS SEEKING
CITIZEN INPUT REGARDING THIS PROJECT.

Jodi Guerin, Grant Analyst, gave background information regarding this project.

Randy Hunt, Community Development Director, gave the details of the project.

Mayor Mullner asked if there were any comments.

Brett Glass was concerned at the expense and degree of the City's commitment to this project, with little benefit to
local businesses, community, or resident; the additional tax strains citizens coping with a poor economy and
increased utility rates, and encourages shopping elsewhere. He encouraged the Council to abandon the project.

Tim Hale stated that competition could be good. He was concerned that an outside firm could settle in the Park and
get assistance that others at a different location would not get, that LEDC should do more to help local businesses
versus helping new businesses with ventures, and objected to using public funds to support private businesses.
Megan Goetz, Chairperson for LEDC, wanted to thank the City for their help on this project, which is beneficial to the
businesses inside of Laramie as well as potential business development from outside of Laramie, enhancing the
vision for the future of the City of Laramie.

Public Hearing was closed at 6:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Sue Morris-Jones, MMC,
City Clerk



CITY OF LARAMIE COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING  August 22, 2012

= | Agenda ltem: Resolution

Title:Resolution 2012-5%upporting submission of a Wyoming Business Council
LARAMIE Grant application to develop the Cirrus Sky Technology Park.

Recommended Council MOTION:

That Council approve Resolution 2012- 5Quthorizing the submission of a grant application to the Wyoming
Business Council in an amount not to exceed $5.4 Maillion for the development of a technology park located on

the Northern boundary of the City of Laramie between 15" and 30" Streets.

Administrative or Policy Goal:

Goal 2.a Provide Advocacy and Adequate Support to ensure a Mega-Data Center locates in Laramie.

Background:

For many years, the technology sector in Laramie has quietly been growing and employing loca' people. From
1994-2011, the Laramie Economic Development Association, in conjunction with the Research and Economic

Development Department at the University of Wyoming estimates that this sector has grown from 9 to over 60
different businesses and currently employs almost 500 individuals.

In the mid 2000’s, a new trend in technology, “cloud computing” began to emerge and develop. This trend has
seen an almost explosive growth trend as companies have been quickly required to find adequate sites to develop
new facilities to accommodate high volumes of data storage. In 2010, Verizon identified Laramie as a prime
jocation to develop a new facility and entered into an option to purchase land North of town.

At that time, Laramie Economic Development Corporation and the City of Laramie quickly went about assessing
community readiness for this economic sector, and discovered that the primary need was to bring water, sewer
and road infrastructure to a site that could be «shovel-ready”. Additionally, a statewide evaluation of readiness
also helped determine that Laramie is a very good location for these facilities and provided additional information

about other data fiber evaluations and infrastructure that would provide Laramie a competitive edge in attracting
data and technology companies.

Although after the announcement of their intent to locate in Laramie Verizon acquired other assets that caused a
change in their business plans, Microsoft then looked at Laramie as a potential site. When that company chose
Cheyenne as a location because of the availability of a “shovel ready” site, the City with the Laramie Economic
Development Association moved forward on a comprehensive plan to develop a technology park that will be
ready to occupy in Fall 2013.

This grant application brings together a group of entities; LEDC, the University of Wyoming, WRI and the City,
in partnership to pursue this project with full force and effort. If successful, this grant to develop the technology
park would create a game changing opportunity for the community with more, good paying jobs, opportunity to
create synergy and grow the technology sector and capitalize on the University of Wyoming as a technology
driver.

Page 1 of 3



If successful, this grant will purchase approximately 150 acres of property on the North of town between 15" and
30" Streets to develop into shovel ready lots for technology businesses. It will incorporate an open trail along the
ridgeline that will connect into the existing trail master plan, extend 22™ Street North to the power line and create
a loop of water, sewer and storm-water infrastructure north from the existing terminus of 30" Street to “asphalt
lane,” connecting to the extension of 22™ Street. Additionally, it will provide a fiber assessment and conduct
electrical studies to provide the required information to technology companies interested in this site.

This is the first phase in a multi-phased project to create a hub of technology businesses with an appropriate
location and environment in which to grow and expand. Future phases will be driven by demand for the property

according to the development plan.

Legal/Statutory Authority:

BUDGET/FISCAL INFORMATION:
REVENUE

Fees/Charges for Service

Grants for Projects $5,381,330.70| Wyoming Business Council, Business Ready Community

Loans on Project

300-3320-410-7920, 7900 $500,000 cash match, $1,324,568 in-kind

Other $1,824,569.00{contributions

Total $7,205,899.70

EXPENSE

Proposed Project Cost.

Project Budget Amount Funds

Project Cost $7,205,899.70

Loans on Project -

Grants for Project $5,381,330.70| Wyoming Business Council, Business Ready Community

Other/Outside Projects

300-3320-410-7920, 7900 §500,000 cash match, $1,324,568. in-kind

City's Amount $1,824,569.00|contributions
Contingency 0% $0.00
Total Amount $7,205,899.70
Amount spent to date (approved and adopted by Council)
Budget Amount Funds
Total Budget Allocation
Less Amount Spent to Date
Remainder of Budget . $0.00
Proposed Cost (Approval of this item authorizes preparation of a budget revision for the proposed amount)
Expenditures Amount Fund
Proposed Expenditure
Current Budget
Additional Amount Requested
Total Proposed Budget $0.00
Responsible Staff:
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Jodi Guerin—x5201
Janine Jordan—x5226
David Derragon—x5304

Attachments:

Resolution of support
Development Vision map
Coughlin Property map

Work Session June 26, 2012
Public Hearing (PH) Held | August 7, 2012
Public Hearing (PH) Held | August 22, 2012
PH Advertised August 1, 2012
PH Advertised August 5, 2012
Resolution Consideration | August 22, 2012

City Manager City Attome%q C'hoose an item.
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RESOLUTION NO. 2012- 50

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF
APPLICATION TO THE BUSINESS READY COMMUNITY
GRANT AND LOAN PROGRAM FOR A BUSINESS READY
COMMUNITY GRANT PROJECT ON BEHALF OF THE
GOVERNING BODY FOR THE CITY OF LARAMIE FOR AN
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $5.4 MILLION TO PURCHASE
PROPERTY AND DEVELOP THE FIRST PHASE OF
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR A DATA CENTER BUSINESS PARK

ON THE NORTH EDGE OF TOWN BETWEEN 15™ AND 307H
STREETS.

WHEREAS, the Governing Body for the City of Laramie desires to participate in
the Business Ready Grant and Loan Program to assist in financing this project; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Laramie recognizes this project
will purchase land and develop infrastructure that will prepare the community to
accommodate data centers and technology businesses that have identified Laramie as a

desirable location to develop new facilities, creating jobs and enhancing employment
opportunities; and

WHEREAS, the Business Ready Community Grant and Loan Program requires
that certain criteria be met, as described in the Wyoming Business Council’s Rules

governing the program, and to the best of our knowledge this application meets those
criteria; and

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the City of Laramie plans to match the
requested Business Ready Community Grant and Loan Program for Business Readiness
Project from the following source(s): The City of Laramie General Fund Capital
Construction Account in the amount of $500,000 and the City of Laramie has identified

other in-kind funds to match the grant in an amount of $1,324,568.76 bringing the total
project match to $1,824,568.76; and

WHEREAS, the City of Laramie, through a recapture agreement with the
Laramie Economic Development Association will use funds generated by this project to
further develop this technology park and support economic development in Laramie; and

WHEREAS, the City of Laramie held public hearings on Aug.7" and 22", 2012
to identify the economic development opportunity and determine all possible funding
solutions for this project including other grants from the Department of Commerce and
solicit testimony from citizens who may feel that the use of the proposed funds might

compete with existing business, and gave full consideration to all comments received; '
and




WHEREAS, the City of Laramie is working in partnership with the Laramie
Economic Development Corporation, which provided preliminary conceptual plans,
background information and consultation with interested businesses for this site; and

WHEREAS, the City of Laramie engaged the private sector in the market area
and gave full consideration to all comments received; and

WHEREAS, this project will benefit the community through open space, trails,
increases in job creation, jobs with higher than current median wages, partnership with
the Wyoming Technology Business Center and enhanced economic development in
Laramie and Southeast Wyoming; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE City of Laramie, that a grant application in the amount not to exceed $5.4
Million be submitted to the Wyoming Business Council for consideration of assistance in
funding infrastructure to the Cirrus Sky Technology Park.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 22" day of August, 2012.

gV —

Scott %A Wﬁ ner

ue Morris-dJones, M
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Tech park grant to go before business council
BY PETER BAUMANN / LBEDIT9@LARAMIEBOOMERANG.COM » THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 2012
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Tre ehrsdng for the sessan on September 2k

Laramie’s future won't be decided by “yes” or “no” alone, but the future could dramatically change, depending on an
answer to a very important question:

Will the city of Laramie and Laramie Economic Development Corporation (LEDC) receive a $5.4 million grant from the
Wyoming Business Council to build the first phase of the Cirrus Sky Tech Park?

Everyone will find out later this year, after the city council voted Wednesday night 8-1 to send the grant application forward.

Councilor Roger McKinley voted against the application, explalning he was concemed about Laramie growing too much and OR
small businesses belng pushed out by larger businesses. City of Laramie Parks & SR
WD Bumbder Ditww = 741 5269 - wwwo it pdlacanmiis ing pardRrsg

“Having a large technology park where larger businesses may come in, that's only going to subtract the number of smail
businesses that we have,” he said.

nat

mber 21*' & September 22

All other councilors who spoke did so in favor of the project. Mayor Scott Mullner said the opportunity to bring high-paying,
stable jobs in a burgeoning industry to Laramle is too great an opportunity to pass up.

“Those individuals (employed in the tech industry) will use the other businesses that are existing In town, and other
industries will grow up around them,” he said. “Ultimately, ! think that in 10 years we will look back and say, ‘We wish we
could have done this sooner.”

Preserving the ridgeline for future generations will also greatly benefit the Laramle community, Mullner added. While many
walk the ridgeline, despite it being private property, that could change if another third party purchases it with no intention of
creating a trail system or green space.

©BOOM

“I know that through the diligence of the city and the diligence of the LEDC, that area will be designed and preserved for use Read the complete
by the public in perpetuity,” he said. “If we fail to do something like this, we could lose that opportunity for recreatlon forever.” :m’:m;"ﬁ":’

LEDC CEO Gaye Stockman sald, if funded, the 120-acre phase one of the project north of town will positively help catapuit
Laramie into the future. MOST VIEWED

“This opportunity is so great for us to be able to make a difference in what Laramie's future is,” she said. “Something like this | e ‘Some days, we see some Improvements ...’
could really provide that gem (to grow exIsting tech businesses in Laramie), instead of having them leave our community.” o Laramle man recovering after surgeries,
shooting

The winner: 1969 Pontlac GTO

Shooting investigation continues

Publlc input will continue to be of great Importance throughout the process, LEDC Chair Megan Goetz said.

“This is about provlding for our own,” she said. “(And) working with the public ... we want them to become part of the design
and the vision.”

S. Jane White
Grant Writer Jodi Guerin noted that this will be the largest funding request for such a project the Wyoming Business Council Laramile firefighters hone skills
has ever seen, but that the opportunity the request represents Is just as historic.
pporiuniy the request rep : MOST COMMENTED

“We believe that this is an extraordinary opportunity for the community,” she sald. “It's just worth noting this is a full-on
community effort, and, if we are successful, it will be because of that community effort.” ¢ Shooting Investigation continues

e Proposed tax Increase would benefit LEDC

o Laramle man recovering after surgeries,
shooting

o Mumford and Sons to play sold-out Gryphon

Thaatra

To view the Cirrus Sky Technology Park progress report, go to hitp://www.ci.laramie.wy.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=68.
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Invitation to a Neighborhood Open House

CIRRUS SKY TECHNOLOGY PARK

Laramie Economic Development Corporation and the City of
Laramie invite you to a Neighborhood Open House to share
information about the proposed Cirrus Sky Technology Park.

DATE: August 23,2012
TIME: 4:30 PM to 6:30 PM

PLACE: Indian Paintbrush Elementary School
Gymnasium

For more information, please call LEDC
Phone: 307-742-2212
E-mail: BScott@LaramieWY.org

ECONOMICH
DEVELOPMENT,
CORPORATION
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www.laramiewy.org
LEDC is a non-profit

You are invited...

Laramie Economic Development Corporation and the City of
Laramie invite you to a Neighborhood Open House to share
information about the proposed Cirrus Sky Technology Park.

Cirrus Sky Technology Park

DATE: Thursday, August 23,2012
TIME:  4:30 PM thru 6:30 PM
PLACE: Indian Paintbrush Elementary School - Gymnasium

i [nvitation to a Neighborhood Open House

organization that was |
established in 1985 to :
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deco]nomic Laramie Economic Development Corporation and the City of
evelopment Laramie invite you to a Neighborhood Open House to shase
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Cirrus Sky Technolegy Park Comments Welcome

The City of Laramie has setup an email address to receive public comments about the proposed
cirrus sky technology park. Citizens can email CirrusSky@cityoflaramie.org with their comments.

You have 66 characters left

The City of Laramie has setup an email address to receive public comments about the proposed
cirrus sky technology park. Citizens can email <a

href="mailto.'CirrusSky@cityoﬂaramie.org">CirrusSky@cityoﬁaramie.org<.fa> with their comments.
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Cirrus Sky hopes to draw in 'clouds’
By Mark Wilcox

August 6, 2012 --

LARAMIE — Piggybacking on the state's success in recruiting a Microsoft
data center to Cheyenne, Laramie will develop the Cirrus Sky Technology
park to aid recruitment of other companies seeking to build cloud-
computing centers in the region.

Verizon last year identified Laramie as an ideal location for a data center,
but plans to build fell through when the communications giant acquired a
Florida company with data centers already in place. The mild summer

climate of the region helps with cooling costs for buildings filled with heat-
generating equipment.

Growth in the technology sector is almost a given, especially in cloud
computing right now, and Gov. Matt Mead has proclaimed his desire to
attract such projects to the state. Microsoft got $10 million in incentives
from the state to build its $112 million data center, previously known as
Project Summit. Mead and other proponents say the cloud has the ability to
provide well-paying jobs and may also usher in a new economy for
Wyoming, which has traditionally fed on energy and agriculture.

"The Laramie Comprehensive Plan shows us that our citizens want higher
paying, clean, green industries and this business park will cater specifically
to that sector,” said Laramie Mayor Scott Mullner.

A recent study by Laramie Economic Development Corporation (LEDC)
showed a healthy technology sector in Laramie with about 60 businesses
providing almost 500 jobs in the local economy. They are expected to add
an additional 140 jobs in coming years.

"Having a place for them to expand with access to fiber optic connectivity
and consistent power is critical to their growth," said Gaye Stockman, CEQ
of LEDC. "The Cirrus Sky Technology Park provides opportunities that
currently do not exist for Laramie's high-tech-sector growth."

The technology park will feature open space and a bike trail along a
ridgeline "with a fantastic view," according to Joe Vitale, a Laramie city
council liaison to LEDC.

A grant application will be submitted to the Wyoming Business Council in
September to get infrastructure to the site to make it a turnkey business
park. If successful, the grant funding would be available in 2013,

For more Daily news click here and ook under 'Breaking News'
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Cirrus Sky Tech Park open house today
By Mark Wilcox

August 23, 2012 --

The Laramie Economic Development Corporation and the city of Laramie
are hosting an open house to disseminate information about the new Cirrus
Sky Technology Park, which hopes to attract more technology and green-
sector jobs and companies to Laramie.

The open house will be held at the Indian Paintbrush Elementary School
from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

The park will utilize plenty of open space, avoiding an overly industrial,
smokestack feel, officials have said.

Recent surveys have pegged down Laramie's technology sector as growing
and diverse, largely due to the university's presence. The technology park
should bolster the sector, especially leveraging Wyoming's recent growth
through things like recruitment of Microsoft's massive data center by
offering $10 million in incentives.

An LEDC representative was not available for immediate comment on what
kind of information would be shared at the open house.

For more Daily news click here and look under 'Breaking News'
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Building on what'’s already here
Tech park open house brings in over 100 residents
BY PETER BAUMANN/LBEDITS@LARAMIEBOOMERANG.COM « SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2012
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Wyoming's tech sector Is already
here.

Laramie isn't the home to the Cirrus
Sky Technology Park yet, but
dozens of technology businesses
have already set up shop in the
Gem City. That's one reason why
the University of Wyoming wants to
see the park come to fruition.

“If you go back to the university
plan ... it will say develop a
research park in Southeastem
Wyoming,” University of Wyoming
Vice President of Research and
Economic Development Bill Gem
said at Thursday night's tech park
open house at Indian Paintbrush
Elementary School. “We've done
business incubation, and those
businesses are starting to do what
they do in every tech hub; They
grow, they infiltrate old buildings
and remodel them.”

Dave Coffey, of Coffey Engineering & Surveying, center, talks with a group of people during
the Cimus Sky Technology Park d open house Thursday inside the Indian
Paintbrush EI y School gy ANDY CARPENEAN/Boomerang photographer

The Cirrus Sky Technology Park is
being spearheaded by the Laramie Economic Development Corporation (LEDC) and the city of Laramie, but UW is also very
interested in the project, Gem said.

Currently, there are roughly a dozen businesses in the Wyoming Technology Business Center incubator. Gem said four
former tenants — Falcon Technology Systems, Firehole Composites, Medicine Bow Technologies and Happy Jack Software
— have moved out of the incubator to set up offices in the Laramle community.

To help those businesses have room to grow in the future, Gem sald UW is considering roughly 24 acres of property within
the proposed first phase of the Cirrus Sky Technology Park. Such a move would help create a technology hub where
businesses can not only grow but collaborate, Gem explained.

“We want those businesses here, They hire our graduates; they are our graduates,” he said. “We can create these clusters
of technology businesses and they can start to do the things that clusters do: trade employees, trade ideas, talk about
experiences, ‘How did you handle this problem?" It becomes a pretty important cultural element of a technology city.”

UW is considering other sites for a potential research center, but Gem sald the proposed Cirrus Sky Technology Park would
potentially be a better fit for those plans than within UW's core campus. Property within the core campus can't be sold,
meaning a tech tenant would only be able to secure a long-term lease.

“Whereas we can come up here (to the tech park), and then sell it as part of the development,” Gem sald. “We don't make a
profit — we're a nonprofit — but we would reinvest what we do into more of the park or else into our other economic
development efforts at the university.”

“Businesses can then use their purchased land as collateral. On a lease, you can't do that,” Gem added.

UW was only one of many partners at Thursday's open house, which more than 100 people attended. LEDC Chair Megan
Goetz said it was an opportunity for residents to glve comments and express interests in the project with those involved.

“LEDC felt it was very important to provide all of the details, provide all of the information and as much education as we can
about what the project consists of thus far and what the next steps are. Probably most importantly, it helped us gain public
input and comments for the process.”
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Residents talked with representatives from LEDC, the city and others about topics ranging from green space development to
traffic planning, Goetz said.

“Those are all items that LEDC has contemplated with the city, and with the various professionals that have been involved,”
she said. “We appreciate so much knowing that those are issues on the public's radar, and we're going to continue to work
toward them and continue to educate folks and seek their input as we make strides to best address those.”

As LEDC and others further public involvement, future open houses will likely be structured differently to help address
concerns expressed Thursday night, Goetz said.

“What we heard was that the citizens that attended really wanted a different format. The reason we structure it in (different)
stations was because it was just that — an open house. We didn't want to provide a presentation at 4:30 (p.m.) and then
have someone who showed up at 5:30 (p.m.) miss the information,” Goetz said. “But we are going to, very soon, put
together another public meeting where we will actually have a presentation with an open question and answer session.”

No matter the outcome of the Cirrus Sky Tech Park grant application, which will be decided in December by the Wyoming
Business Council, Goelz said the partnerships formed through this collaborative project will positively benefit Laramie for
years to come.

“| felt like the open house really exemplified the partnerships that have been created here,” she said. “And, if nothing eise,
with or without the Cirrus Sky Tech Park, the relationships and the ability for all different groups, whether it's the city, private
citizens or the university working together, we've proven we can do that, and do it effectively.”

To view the Cirrus Sky Technology Park progress report, go to http://www.ci.laramie.wy.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=68.



